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Troy R. Bennett | BDN
Ayla Reynolds' step-grandfather, Jeff Hanson, sits in front of a television at his apartment in
 Portland displaying a website he created and maintains, dedicated to the missing toddler on
 Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. Buy Photo
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PORTLAND, Maine — Two weeks after Ayla Reynolds disappeared, Jeff Hanson
 thought he was seeing the little girl everywhere.

Hanson, who is Ayla’s step-grandfather, was walking his dog near his home one
 day when he passed a little blond girl riding in a stroller.

“I was looking for Ayla in her face,” said Hanson, whose interview with the
 Bangor Daily News Tuesday was the first he has granted to the media. “At that
 moment I put it together that I was looking to see if it was Ayla. I was seeing her
 everywhere.”

That was the moment Hanson knew what he needed to do. He went home and
 closed himself in a room with a computer for three days and created
 www.aylareynolds.com, which went live at midnight on Jan. 1. Since then the
 website has logged nearly 1 million visitors, according to data provided by
 Hanson.

In addition, Hanson and Trista Reynolds, who is Ayla’s mother, have each
 received several hundred emails sent through the site. Reynolds said she still
 receives an average 50 emails a day, most of them from people encouraging her
 to “stay strong.”

Some days, the traffic to the site is heavier than others, such as when Reynolds
 has appeared on the Today Show. The heaviest traffic to date — more than
 250,000 hits in one day — came when investigators revealed that Ayla’s blood
 had been found in the basement of her father, Justin DiPietro’s, home.

In addition to posting photos of Ayla and providing information about where
 people can pass on any tips about her disappearance, Hanson has also used the
 site to release information, such as a timeline around Ayla’s disappearance and
 certain information that Reynolds says has come from investigators. The Maine
 State Police have refused to confirm or deny some of the information that has
 been posted on the site, but Hanson said they also have not objected to his
 postings.

“Everything we do, we do it to bring Ayla home,” he said.

Working on the site has also been therapeutic. Though there have been times
 Hanson has cried while putting together some of the pages, he said overall it
 allows him to contribute something to the search for Ayla on a daily basis.

“The tears turn to anger very quickly,” he said. “There’s a lot of frustration that
 they haven’t found her yet.”

But there’s still hope. Reynolds said she dreams of the day when someone
 somewhere sends her a current photo of Ayla through the site.

“I wonder what she looks like,” Trista Reynolds said. “I’m sure her hair is longer
 and she has teeth coming in all over the place. Her eyes are probably even bluer
 than they were.”

Hanson said he intends to maintain the site even in the event Ayla is found alive.
 He dreams of posting photos of her first day at school, her high school prom and
 someday, perhaps her wedding.

“All the photos and videos that are on the site now will change,” he said. “I’ll
 keep it up until she’s old enough to tell me to take it down.”
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CORRECTION:

An earlier version of this story said the website has logged nearly 2 million
 visitors. Jeff Hanson said the site has received nearly 1 million visitors.

  SEE COMMENTS →

Top Stories
3 hours ago

David Rockefeller Sr.,
 billionaire whose
 family helped create
 Acadia, dies at 101

How a Maine family
 lost a loved one to
 homelessness and
 mental illness

Maine is failing working
 parents by leaving
 millions unspent on
 child care

Only one Maine county
 still doesn’t have a
 craft brewery

Prison guards file
 grievance, DOC

1.12.2012

Trista Reynolds
 struggling with
 evolving
 emotions as
 search for Ayla
 continues

4.4.2012

Portland vigil to
 mark Ayla’s 2nd
 birthday

7.14.2012

Trista Reynolds
 keeps attention
 on Ayla with
 Portland walk

1.29.2012

Police confirm
 blood found in
 toddler’s father’s
 home is Ayla’s

9.23.2013

Timeline of the
 Ayla Reynolds
 case

 2 hours ago 

 State drug
 agents: 2
 women
 arrested for
 meth labs in
 Howland,
 Burnham

  

 Skowhegan
 woman accused
 of animal cruelty,
 running illegal pet
 shop

  

 Final Mass at
 Greenville church
 set before
 demolition

  

 Map: Winter
 storm dumps 2
 feet of snow in
 parts of Maine

  

 Massive storm
 expected to
 dump foot or
 more across the
 state

Similar Articles

More in Mid-Maine

http://bangordailynews.com/2012/02/29/news/mid-maine/ayla-reynolds-website-providing-information-comfort-for-family/comments/
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/02/29/news/mid-maine/ayla-reynolds-website-providing-information-comfort-for-family/comments/
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/02/29/news/mid-maine/ayla-reynolds-website-providing-information-comfort-for-family/comments/
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/02/29/news/mid-maine/ayla-reynolds-website-providing-information-comfort-for-family/comments/
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/hancock/david-rockefeller-sr-billionaire-with-extensive-ties-to-mdi-dies-at-age-101/?ref=topStories0Thumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/next/how-a-maine-family-lost-a-loved-one-to-homelessness-and-mental-illness/?ref=topStories1Thumb
http://bangordailynews.com/link/how-maine-is-failing-working-parents-by-leaving-millions-unspent-on-child-care/?ref=topStories2Thumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/business/only-one-maine-county-still-doesnt-have-a-craft-brewery/?ref=topStories3Thumb
http://bangordailynews.com/
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/hancock/david-rockefeller-sr-billionaire-with-extensive-ties-to-mdi-dies-at-age-101/?ref=topStories0
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/hancock/david-rockefeller-sr-billionaire-with-extensive-ties-to-mdi-dies-at-age-101/?ref=topStories0
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/hancock/david-rockefeller-sr-billionaire-with-extensive-ties-to-mdi-dies-at-age-101/?ref=topStories0
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/hancock/david-rockefeller-sr-billionaire-with-extensive-ties-to-mdi-dies-at-age-101/?ref=topStories0
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/next/how-a-maine-family-lost-a-loved-one-to-homelessness-and-mental-illness/?ref=topStories1
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/next/how-a-maine-family-lost-a-loved-one-to-homelessness-and-mental-illness/?ref=topStories1
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/next/how-a-maine-family-lost-a-loved-one-to-homelessness-and-mental-illness/?ref=topStories1
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/next/how-a-maine-family-lost-a-loved-one-to-homelessness-and-mental-illness/?ref=topStories1
http://bangordailynews.com/link/how-maine-is-failing-working-parents-by-leaving-millions-unspent-on-child-care/?ref=topStories2
http://bangordailynews.com/link/how-maine-is-failing-working-parents-by-leaving-millions-unspent-on-child-care/?ref=topStories2
http://bangordailynews.com/link/how-maine-is-failing-working-parents-by-leaving-millions-unspent-on-child-care/?ref=topStories2
http://bangordailynews.com/link/how-maine-is-failing-working-parents-by-leaving-millions-unspent-on-child-care/?ref=topStories2
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/business/only-one-maine-county-still-doesnt-have-a-craft-brewery/?ref=topStories3
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/business/only-one-maine-county-still-doesnt-have-a-craft-brewery/?ref=topStories3
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/business/only-one-maine-county-still-doesnt-have-a-craft-brewery/?ref=topStories3
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/midcoast/prison-guards-file-grievance-doc-updates-visitation-policy/?ref=topStories4
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/midcoast/prison-guards-file-grievance-doc-updates-visitation-policy/?ref=topStories4
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/12/news/portland/trista-reynolds-struggling-with-evolving-emotions-as-search-for-ayla-continues/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/04/04/news/portland/portland-vigil-to-mark-aylas-2nd-birthday/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/04/04/news/portland/portland-vigil-to-mark-aylas-2nd-birthday/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/04/04/news/portland/portland-vigil-to-mark-aylas-2nd-birthday/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/04/04/news/portland/portland-vigil-to-mark-aylas-2nd-birthday/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/14/news/portland/trista-reynolds-keeps-attention-on-ayla-with-portland-walk/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/14/news/portland/trista-reynolds-keeps-attention-on-ayla-with-portland-walk/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/14/news/portland/trista-reynolds-keeps-attention-on-ayla-with-portland-walk/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/14/news/portland/trista-reynolds-keeps-attention-on-ayla-with-portland-walk/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/14/news/portland/trista-reynolds-keeps-attention-on-ayla-with-portland-walk/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/29/news/mid-maine/aylas-blood-confirmed-among-samples-taken-from-fathers-home/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/29/news/mid-maine/aylas-blood-confirmed-among-samples-taken-from-fathers-home/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/29/news/mid-maine/aylas-blood-confirmed-among-samples-taken-from-fathers-home/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/29/news/mid-maine/aylas-blood-confirmed-among-samples-taken-from-fathers-home/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/01/29/news/mid-maine/aylas-blood-confirmed-among-samples-taken-from-fathers-home/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2013/09/23/news/state/timeline-of-the-ayla-reynolds-case/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2013/09/23/news/state/timeline-of-the-ayla-reynolds-case/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2013/09/23/news/state/timeline-of-the-ayla-reynolds-case/?ref=relatedBox
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/state-drug-agents-2-women-arrested-for-meth-labs-in-howland-burnham/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maineThumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/20/news/mid-maine/skowhegan-woman-accused-of-animal-cruelty-running-illegal-pet-shop/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maineThumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/mid-maine/final-mass-at-greenville-church-set-before-demolition/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maineThumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/14/news/state/map-blizzard-dumps-2-feet-across-northeast-as-storm-creeps-into-maine/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maineThumb
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/13/news/state/massive-two-day-blizzard-expected-heavy-snow-tuesday-afternoon/?ref=moreInmid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/mid-maine
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/02/29/news/mid-maine/ayla-reynolds-website-providing-information-comfort-for-family/comments/

	bangordailynews.com
	Ayla Reynolds website providing information, comfort for family — Mid-Maine — Bangor Daily News — BDN Maine


	9uLWNvbWZvcnQtZm9yLWZhbWlseS8A: 
	weatherZip: 04402



